
Our Pioneering Hero...
Buddy Dog Gus has taken a special new path!



A big WOOFY thank you!

When Gus arrived at Guide Dogs WA in 2014 as a tiny bundle of fur with doe eyes and a doggy 
grin, he had no clue of the difference he would one day make. He was renowned for his chunky 
appearance and the deep connection he formed with his pack leader, and enjoyed being out-and-
about as often as possible. 

His sweet, gentle nature and natural affinity with children meant that he would be perfectly placed 
as a Therapy Buddy Dog at Ronald McDonald House Perth. He visits each of the five floors 
throughout the day, bringing smiles to the faces of some of regional WA’s sickest children and 
their families.

Buddy Dog Gus is transforming lives - thanks to you

“He’s had a massively positive impact on everyone he meets—the kids, the 
families, volunteers, staff and contractors too! He even has a welcoming 
committee every morning when he walks in the door.” - Courtney Kennedy, 
Operations Manager at Ronald McDonald House Perth.
Ronald McDonald House has up to 47 families living in the facility at one time.  
Gus’ new career means that he is impacting the lives of dozens every day. 

“Gus already has 

the hearts of many 

children staying at 

Ronald McDonald 

House Perth. Didn’t 

take long :) We think 

he is simply gorgeous!”

My pals Montana & Lachlan!

Gus wakes around 6.30am, has breakfast, 
followed by a walk before he heads off 
to work. Every morning, Gus is met by a 
welcoming committee of children who are 
always very excited to see him.

In the house, they have volunteers known as 
‘Paw Pals’ who take him for a walk, brush him, 
and take him around the house to play with 
the children. His new uniform is a black and 
white scarf, which he wears to work every day.

Gus has free run of their office---not that Gus 
does any running!  He has a selection of toys 
by his bed in the admin office, and he likes to 
roll onto his back to get his belly rubbed.

‘Mr Gus’ has a calming influence over 
everyone he meets. He’s very chilled, and 
sleeping seems to be something he enjoys 
doing a lot of. At home he sleeps in Courtney’s 
bedroom---even though the original plan was 
for him to sleep in the lounge room! Nice one, 
Gus.

“As you can see, this program is going to 
change so many families’ lives, so many 
children’s lives and so many families 
in Western Australia. Without you, we 
wouldn’t have been able to do it.  
Thank you.” - Maria Goss.
p.s. You can follow #adventuresofgusthedog 
on Instagram to see what he’s getting up to!

I love my new job!

We
Gus

Always up for a snooze...

Maria and Luke



Our journey so far...

Woof!

Thank you so much!

PAWS sincerely,

Maria xxx


